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DON’T DROWN A
DEAD DUCK

The art of gentle

effectiveness

M A R R Y  D E  G A AY  F O R T M A N

Leading Dutch lawyer Marry de Gaay Fortman shares her experiences 
as a woman at the top of a man’s world, and her advice on how 
to make connections in order to be more successful, decisive and 
innovative.

In this book, Marry warns us not to ‘drown a dead duck’. In other 
words: don’t waste energy on a negative situation. Drawing on her 
time in boardrooms and courtrooms, Marry describes with panache 
how she has learned to avoid ‘dead ducks’ by learning the art of 
gentle effectiveness.

Hers is a personal story that will inspire any reader who is reaching for 
their professional goals.

‘WHAT A WONDERFUL BOOK! I LEARNED A LOT.  

I’M GOING TO TRY TO EMPLOY SOME OF THIS WISDOM 

FROM NOW ON.’ – RUSSELL SHORTO

Marry de Gaay Fortman is a partner at 

Houthoff, one of the largest law firms 

in the Netherlands. She is an expert on 

corporate governance, and regularly 

lectures on boardroom dynamics. She 

sits on the supervisory boards of KLM 

and the Dutch Central Bank.  Marry has 

worked with many international non-

profit organisations and is the chair of 

Stichting Topvrouwen, a foundation that 

promotes boardroom diversity. Marry has 

repeatedly been named as one of the 

most influential people in the Netherlands 

by de Volkskrant.

‘MOST INFLUENTIAL WOMAN IN BUSINESS IN  
THE NETHERLANDS.’ – OPZIJ

NOMINATED FOR THE DUTCH MANAGEMENT  
BOOK OF THE YEAR AWARD FOR 2019
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